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—Substandard and Falsified Medical Products World Health Organization—
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—Digital Authentication Trends; Strengths and Vulnerabilities—
#E%E  Brett Nelson (Digital Product Manager, De La Rue)
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j& & : Substandard and Falsified Medical Products World Health Organization
$;E# : Michael Deats,

A/Coordinator, Safety and Vigilance of Medical Products

World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

WHO will discuss their mandate and role in tackling substandard and falsified (SF) medical

products from both a political and technical perspective.

Specific focus will be placed on the role and evolution of the Member State Mechanism on SF
medical products, its prioritized activities and significant outputs including the agreement on
definitions of SF medical products and the recent study on the public health and socio economic
impact of SF medical products. The publication has stimulated political interest in the issue and

further research.

The presentation will then shift to the technical work of WHO including the establishment of the
Global Surveillance and Monitoring System (GSMS) on SF. Over 170 Member States medicine
regulatory authorities are trained in the use of the system which receives reports, provides
technical assistance in emergencies and issues alerts where appropriate. With 2000 SF medical
products reported to the system a significant body of validated evidence is being accumulated

to inform policy and investment.

The recently published report of the first 4 years work of the GSMS will be discussed which sets
out the causes, consequences and solutions to addressing SF medical products through a

strategy of prevention, detection and response.

A number of projects are underway to improve and simplify reporting, strengthen regulatory
capacity, raise awareness, implement educational programmes, improve data collection and
analysis and a 4 year programme of medicine quality surveys in 24 Countries in relation to

antibiotics, anti malarials and maternal health products.

Finally a look at the next 5 years, the emerging threats and challenges faced by Member States
and the urgent need for political will to ensure the quality of medical products and safeguarding

of public health.
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